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The Editor 
Finally I have got round to putting together a Newsletter and yes 
it has been 9 months since the last one for which I apologise but 
collecting up and editing content is a problem so if you have any 
please let me have it or let me have your ideas.  Anyway here we 
are with some interesting articles and feedback from the last year, 
details of the results of the questionnaire and gosh look who gets a 
prize at the Annual Dinner.

I would also ask you to take seriously the warning about using 
mobile phones on the airfield. Let’s get this under control before 
we have an accident not after!

Also when you read Alan’s section on the current state of the 
aircraft think about the huge amount of work he, John and 
Richard put into this, without them we would be land locked.
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Message from the CFI

Should we all look back at 2018 and last winter at what was achieved or missed or should we look forward. My 
view is to look forward. The weather has been unpredictable so far this year, for some producing shorter flight 
times, however use these conditions to improve your own flying skills. Take a launch self assess your circuit, 
approach & accurate landings in various weather conditions as we can all improve our skills. Annual Refresher 
Checks are now all but complete so everyone is ready for the season to really get going. We have had some good 
soaring flights and now we should be looking to do some Cross Country flights.

As a club we tend to some degree let down our early solo pilots, by that I mean help & advice to move them 
towards Bronze and their Cross Country Certificate. With this in mind a post solo advance training card has 
been produced which will be issued to pilots after their 1st solo. Contained within the training are subjects such 
as Met, NOTAMS, X/C flying, getting lost, (umm should reword that) what i mean is what to do if you get lost, 
daily inspections of club aircraft, field selection & many more.

I recently attended a CFI regional meeting and several points were highlighted. The BGA has updated the safe 
winching on the their website. I urge you all to have a look at it as part of the safe winch launch campaign is the 
issue of releasing the cable before a wing touches the ground. Unfortunately  there were several incidents in 2018 
so we need to address this please please release the cable if you cant keep the wings level on the ground run. Can 
I also bring to  your attention if you are a wing holder on the launch & feel any pressure either up or down please 
stop the launch & discuss the issue with the pilot or an instructor or both.

See you soon, Steve Jarvis, Chief Flying Instructor
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What is the ICL light? 

An inter club (league) challenge between NVGC, Crowland and Lyveden. 

Discussions between the three clubs early last year provided interest enough to set the challenge and agree 
a workable outline of rules with a simple scoring system. The main objective was to encourage more x-
country flying for our clubs with the hope of producing two seater and mentoring flights. 

The challenge was simple, from your own club, fly to the other two and back and the flight scores. 

The first concern was to remove the problem of Sibson Parachute Zone lying between the Crowland and 
Lyveden legs so we added another turn point at Normans Cross but this still left the possibility of a close 
brush with Conington ATZ. We opted for a 1Km barrel for the turn points. 

Scoring - The National Ladder was the chosen option therefore flights posted would be given handicap speed 
points as well as glider handicapping. We also chose not to exclude flights undertaken without a logger or 
failed trace, accepting the pilots word. 

We opted for these rules as a starting point  
1. Closed task of UPW-CRL-NOR-LYV* in 

either direction from any start/finish airfield 
2. Valid flights must cross a start line 1km in 

length 
3. All turn-points should be 1km radius barrels 

to allow safe separation from Conington 
and busy airfields 

4. Valid finishes may be achieved either by 
crossing the finish line 1km in length or by 
landing anywhere on the airfield 

5. There are no pilot class distinctions 
6. Flights will be recorded on the BGA 

National Ladder with logger file  
7. Each club ladder steward will set up an 

interclub 100km triangle comp within their 
National Ladder area to record and score 
flights 

8. All valid flights from each club are scored 
by adding up the National Ladder points 

9. Competition will run through to 31st 
October each year and the club with the 
most points wins a trophy 

*BGA waypoint codes denote Upwood hangar, Crowland Airfield East, Norman Cross A1/A15 roundabout 
and Lyveden Hangar.Pilots may overlay a valid 100k diploma flight onto this task if they follow the 
appropriate start/finish/turn rule. 

Learning Points- 

There were Airspace Infringements (Conington). In 2019 any infringements' will invalidate the flight and steps 
taken to remove the flight from the ladder, if posted. The pilot may be invited for tea, biscuits' and a chat with 
an Instructor/CFI. 

A number of flights failed to cross the start line correctly as well as  starts with excessive start height. 
We are not exactly sure what we will do about this in terms of scoring but - Starting a task, especially larger  
badge claims correctly, has a big impact on the success or failure of the task. Pilots are urged to practice 
task starts prior to attempting larger badge tasks although the ICL light is probably an ideal opportunity to 
hone the skill. 

Nene Valley Gliding Club 
Winners of the 2018 ICL light 

John Young 
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Flying at Nympsfield 
David Coker 

Earlier in 2018 I’d made the decision to have a gliding week away in September 2018, to challenge not only my 
strengths (if I could only find them) but also to iron out inconsistencies in my gliding. Having soloed in both the K8 
and K13 at NVGC I realised that I would now be entering uncharted waters at Nympsfield, but what the heck, we all 
need challenges. I travelled 195 miles to Uley in Glousteshire, 3 miles from the airfield, on Sunday 2nd September 
and settled into B&B at 17th C, Old Crown Inn, ready for the challenges to come on Monday morning. 

I awoke to a bright day, light cumulus clouds (viewed from my pub’s 
bedroom window) were just topping the hill crest, so a promise of a 
good days flying. The week comprised of 3 students under the watchful 
eye of the clubs young instructor, Jordan. Meeting at the club house, I 
was surprised to find that with only the addition of a dedicated winch 
driver we (the 3 students) were to manage all aspects of our week’s 
gliding.  

Nympsfield airfield is about 700’ above sea level, almost totally 
surrounded by trees with an escarpment on the north side, facing out to 
the river Severn and M5. Unlike our smooth and forgiving runway, I 
soon encountered a very uneven, almost hilly terrain with several unforgiving bumpy sections, ready to threaten any 
attempt I made at a smoothly executed landing. 

First winch launch to 1300’ in the ASK21 saw me head out over 
the Severn valley in this snug, quiet and very responsive glider, 
which was later further demonstrated with some superb ridge 
soaring when I had hands on experience under the watchful eye 
of Jordan. Tuesday disappointingly was “no flying” due to very 
low cloud, so classroom sessions on aero tow and cloud 
recognition and how to use them filled the hours. 
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Excess start height is easier to deal with in terms of scoring but will result in reduced task speed and 
therefore overall points scored on the ladder. These may have to be verified by the organisers/Ladder 
steward and could attract a penalty but again the ICL light is an ideal format to practice the skill of passing 
the start line with minimum height loss. 

A few flights included turning the wrong turn point. We will look into whether this can be accepted as, for 
instance, an abandoned leg with reduced overall score for the flight. 

Well done all those who completed the task from Upwood 



NVGC Newsletter 13 June 2019

Wednesday ... the winch was giving problems, so we took advantage of this with agreement that aero tows should 
supplement our day until the winch was fixed.  But, the lazy leisurely pace at which the glider trundled across the 
grass before deciding it would take off was a little disconcerting and required considerably more control to maintain 
level wings, especially over the very bumpy runway.  

Tow height was restricted to 2000’ to ensure that we all had equal 
air time which meant that after 30 minutes tuition I had to return to 
base, ready for tow number 2, which would be under my control ... 
and for those of you who has been towed you will know just how 
easy it is! I think I lasted about 5 minutes into the tow, fighting 
prop wash, drift to the left, no, how about drift to the right, no, 
maybe up, no maybe down would be better. Jordan decided 
perhaps I had not quite mastered this and we should try again later, 
so a short circuit and back at base!  
At least my K21 landing was OK! 

Thursday... Time for my first solo in the K21. Good winch launch got to 1350’ pulled off and turned right over the 
valley towards the M5. Oops! It should have been turn left, which was due to the cross wind change which is not 
always detectable at launch level due to the tree line shield. So I make a 1800 turn after clearing the end of launch 
area and immediately hit heavy sink at high key, down to 900’.  

Now this is not a good time to lose concentration....  
Minimum low key for Nympsfield should be around 500’ at 60 
knots due to the topography of the hill and varying cross winds, so 
when I limped in to my diagonal turn at about 450’ I knew I needed 
full concentration. Seems that I made a fighter pilot turn (as Steve 
would say), but with a good attitude and a safe light touchdown. 
But, what did I then forget to do?  Ah yes ... A little too late ... Stick 
fully back, nose off the ground. Seems like I managed 3 nice 
balloon leaps before I came to a slightly shaken (but not stirred) 
landing. No damage to the glider or me, just slight embarrassment 
at having had a “senior moment” ... Sadly probably more of those 
to come! And that’s how Thursday ended! 

Friday the last day, which turned out to be a bright and fresh morning with plenty of building cumulous cloud, base 
about 3000’ slight head on wind to enhance the launch. We prepared the DG505 for what was to prove to be a 
memorable last day. With my various stiff joints, aches and pains and less than agile torso, lowering myself into the 
glider’s restrictive cockpit was quite challenging, but when I had achieved it I found the reclining posture very 
supportive and comfortable. All set to go. 

The winch took us to about 1250’ and after completing HASSLL checks we went through stalls and spin control 
before entering into a high speed ridge flight at what seemed a ridiculously low height but nevertheless, exhilarating. 
Something I certainly would like to try again. Lunch ... then back to the DG505 for the final session. 

My afternoon session started a little later as it was now my turn to be LPC (or whatever) so I waited until 4.15pm, 
before I finally climbed into the DG. CB-SIFT-CBE ...then a smooth launch to 1350’ thermaling to about 2800’ 
before completing HASSLL checks, ready for the commencement of a full program of aerobatics. It had been some 
time since I experienced 3.5G body loading but my stomach (and its contents) stayed firmly in place as we 
completed loops, rolls, chandelles, box turns for the next half hour. I managed a very passable chandelle but then 
decided to sit back and enjoy the last few minutes as Jordan displayed his own flying abilities. Quite impressive! 

My week ended at 5:20pm as the last flight of the day landed. I hoisted myself out, tired stirred but like Mr Bond, 
definitely not shaken.  

What a week. Would I do it again ….Absolutely!! Back to the pub for my evening meal, a pint or two and a good 
night’s sleep, ready for a 5 hour drive home on Saturday morning. 

�4



NVGC Newsletter 13 June 2019

Sutton Bank 2018 
Roger Emms 

Dave Mansfield and I set off for our annual pilgrimage to Sutton Bank on Sun. Oct 14th, and what a journey it 
was! It poured with rain the whole way there, as Dave and I headed up the A1 with FLX and LUJ in tow. Dave 
had obviously upset two people somewhere recently, because he was twice nearly forced off the road by those 
whom he had somehow wronged; still, we got to Sutton Bank, shaken but not stirred.

Not much happened on Monday and Tuesday due to dodgy weather. Chris Shepperd had arrived on Monday, 
hoping to complete his TMG(I) rating during the week. We rigged FLX and LUJ aircraft on Wednesday, and had 
our first aerotows behind the 150hp Eurofox demonstrator which they were trialling: very powerful compared 
with its predecessors. Dave went to 3000ft and ‘sledged’ back (no usable lift) whilst I went to 2500 and extended 
my airtime by using the FES.

The next day we flew again, Dave in FLX, and me, 
firstly taking one of YGC’s voucher flight customers to 
3000ft in a K21, and then I was told to take the 
DG1000 to give our friends Jackie and Paul from 
Walney Island a flight each. Paul has one and a half legs 
and hadn’t flown a glider for a couple of years due to his 
disability; both really enjoyed their flights in weak 
thermic conditions. Dave and Chris also flew and had a 
good day.

Friday was a slightly awkward wave day, as the clouds, 
haze and wind played their part in making things 
unpredictable. Nevertheless, Dave and I both had 
extended flights, trying to work out where the wave was 

each time we turned. I came off tow (3000ft) into a 
surge of 8 up, which almost immediately settled for 
a short time into continuous 6 up. However, the 
poor visibility due to haze and cloud when I came 
off tow caught me unprepared for an immediate 6 
up wave flight, and I ‘straight-lined’ into the clear in 
order to gather my senses. Having settled down, I 
spent the rest of the next hour trying to find the 
best area of wave again, and neither Dave nor I 
managed to locate it. Still, even the locals admitted 
later that they had the same problems that day, 
which made us feel better.

Chris Shepperd completed his course, and can now 
do field-landing checks in our syndicate-owned motor glider at Upwood; many thanks to its syndicate members.

In summary, another excellent trip to Sutton Bank, where I was pleased to find great interest in ‘Mini’: YGC 
hadn’t had a FES glider of any sort on the field before.
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2019 Questionnaire Results 
Roger Gate 

Earlier this year I sent out a questionnaire covering a wide range of subjects and at the end of this 
article you will see a summary of the results. 24 members completed the questionnaire and there is a 
breakdown by category within the results page. If anyone would like more detail then please let me 
know and I will be happy to talk it through with you, noting, I am being careful not to release 
information that would reveal the person behind any specific answers. 

Overall there was a very positive response regarding the safety, camaraderie and quality of instruction 
within the club and this is great to see. At their last meeting the Committee had an initial review of 
the results and all of the comments and these will continue to feed into the decisions that are made 
now and in the future. It is worth noting a few initial thoughts from these discussions;

• The winch we currently use has been very reliable, however, there is a recognition that if it 
breaks we could be in a serious position so we will look at buying an additional second hand 
winch if one comes on the market. However, we would need to stick to wire rather than 
Dyneema or Rope as these are not suited to a narrow single runway site because they drift more 
rapidly in a cross wind and would be a problem with frequently damaging the farmer’s crops.   

• Whilst most members felt that the club fleet was about right there was also agreement that we 
should invest in additional single seater capacity. The club is actively looking at what is on the 
market and if a decent, suitable, glass fibre single seater is available we will look at purchasing it.  

• Steps have been taken to improve post solo training to get members through Bronze and on to 
Cross Country flying. These will need to be monitored as we go through the season but all new 
solo pilots should be proactive in following through and ensuring they get the training they 
need. If it is not available or being missed then please raise this with the instructors.

• There was support for a Spring Flying Week and members need to come forward to work 
through the logistics and organise with the Instructors to make this happen. Any volunteers?

• Again there was some interest in visiting other sites so please do come forward with ideas. This 
year members have already been too Eden Soaring and are going to Camp Hill, Northumbria 
and Sutton Bank so ask around. If there is somewhere you want to visit then get a few people 
together and arrange it. If you need an aircraft for a week this can be arranged providing plenty 
of notice is given to the Committee. 

• There was some interest in attending formal lectures, however, in the past when these were 
arranged there was very poor attendance. It is suggested that if 5 or more members could get 
together to agree lectures they would like, then the Committee and Instructors would stand 
ready to support them at agreed times.

• Whilst members stated they were aware of how to get access to their flying account on Glidex 
there are still issues with the correct input of data and therefore over the next couple of 
months some training will be given at morning briefings.
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The comments received were quite wide ranging and again in order that people cannot identify 
particular individuals I have summarised a few of these and potential actions below;

•  A couple of comments suggested we need to get flying earlier and perhaps bring forward the 
morning briefing. This really comes down to the members and perhaps the Launch Point 
Controller for the day. When members arrive they can start to get the aircraft and equipment 
out and then break for the briefing before finishing the job. It really is down to us all to make 
the effort and start the day off as early and quickly as we can.

• Similarly it was commented that at the end of the day not all tasks are completed fully before 
members occupy the bar so please be proactive in making sure that everything is stowed away 
properly before you imbibe.

• General tidiness is a constant theme and all members should take away and dispose of their 
rubbish. It is sad to say this is not always the case so please try harder. 

• A suggestion was to have a more detailed introductory pack describing some of the basic 
ground activities and this has already been incorporated in the new membership pack plus we 
have instigated a new Ground Training Record Card.

• A number of people said we need to get more instructors coming through so please do talk to 
Steve or Roger Emms if you are interested and indeed they will be approaching some members 
over the next few months. If you are fit, age is no barrier so young and old please think about it.

• There was a recognition that we need to be bringing through people who can take on key roles 
on the committee and for jobs such as Site/Equipment Manager so please do put yourself 
forward if you would like to shadow one of these roles to start with or take one over.

• Comments also suggested we need more people to become Winch drivers so as soon as you are 
solo or if already solo, but have not tried it, please think about getting trained. 

• There were comments on the need for new radios, FLARM, moving maps, IGC recorders etc. 
in the aircraft. The Committee are actively pursuing this and have agreed to fund whatever is 
appropriate although we also need to put in place the training and processes to ensure these are 
maintained and properly used. If there is a member that is particularly interested in this area, 
would like to help set all this up and maintain the equipment then please let a Committee 
member now.

• A Club Who’s Who notice board with pictures was suggested and this will be discussed at the 
next Committee and Instructors’ meetings.

• Concreting the hangar floor was mentioned and this is being looked in to noting that we do not 
have a long lease something we continue to pursue.   

• One comment was that Launch Point Controllers needed to be more visible on the field so 
please take this on-board next time you are rostered for that role.

Overall I believe this was a positive and useful exercise which we should repeat in a couple of years 
time so many thanks to all those who responded.
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2019 Annual Dinner Awards 
The Annual Awards Dinner at Ramsey Golf and Bowls Club was a great event and many thanks to Di 
for arranging this. Here is a round up of the awards.

Roger Gate 
Receives the CFI Award

Di Hubbard receives the 
 Chairmans shield for 2017, 

       Ian Taylor (not present)  
receives it for 2018

Roger Gate receives the 
Marshall Pap-worth 
Rose Bowl.

Steve Jarvis receives the 
Piece of  String Award 

John Young receives  
the Lifes a S**T Award 
Also awarded to Charles  
Fisher who was not present

John Young receives the  
Height Gain Award

John Young receives the  
Best in Wood Award

John Young receives the  
Cross Country Award

John Young receives the  
      Vintage Cross Country Award
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Aircraft Report as at 15th June 2019 
Alan Wyse 

So here we are again with only 2 of the club’s fleet of 6 aircraft serviceable, which was not in my plans 
for this time of the year – the start of the soaring season. Here’s where we are right now:

The K7/13 DOX.

As you all know, DOX suffered a heavy landing on its nose wheel following a PIO approach in breezy 
conditions. The fuselage is in the Aircraft Container for inspection, which initially indicated that the 
nose wheel had been pushed up into the fuselage by approximately 3 mm. The axle is supported on 2 
pairs of parallel longitudinal tubes, and these were definitely bent out of line, but not kinked. Our 
initial thoughts were that they would have to be cut out and replaced as there is no structure opposite 
the axle to jack against, however when Trevor Nash looked at it with us on Saturday morning we 
decided to have a go at straightening them. A simple support using timber and dyneema cord was 
rigged up to jack against, which worked well (with a fair bit of fiddling). The result is that the nose 
wheel is now back pretty close to where it should be, with thankfully no kinking of tubes. I now need 
to clean and crack-test the adjacent welded joints to ensure that no damage has been introduced by 
straightening the tubes then we shall be ready to start restoring the nose structure back to normal. 
DOX is likely to be off-line for several weeks while this work is completed. (Richard, it may be worth 
taking her off the Flying Risk insurance for now). DOX’s ARC and Annual Inspection have both been 
completed recently so are not due to expire soon. 

The K8 FHN.

The Annual Inspection is almost complete, we have a cracked canopy to rectify which is currently in 
process. Once complete, the paperwork can be finalised and the glider returned to service. Its ARC 
has also been renewed recently.

A replacement canopy would certainly benefit the K8 so if someone could spare the time to research 
possible sources of either a new bubble for fitment to our frame, or a second-hand one in good 
condition, that would be very helpful to me.

The Grob Twin Astir.

As previously reported at the AGM the undercarriage problem has been fully resolved and signed off. 
The rear seat has been reprofiled to remove the large bumps under the pilot’s thighs and should now 
be more comfortable, especially for our shorter instructors. The requested re-instrumentation 
programme is now nearing completion with the new Borgelt Varios installed replacing the un-loved 
LX5000 units. The transponder has also been removed and the old radio will be replaced by a KRT2 
unit. Richard Aylesbury is a key player in this task, but his progress has been delayed by the repair to 
the K8 canopy. A serviceable G-Meter has also been installed, provided by Richard ex his Diamont.

As soon as the electricals have been fully installed and tested we shall be able to prepare the wings for 
rigging (washing and re-lubricating required), then the complete glider will need to be weighed and 
new placards issued before it can be released to service. This time I expect the Test Flight to conclude 
with a normal landing on its mainwheel, and not a belly-landing as last time!
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The Junior KHN. 

Now off-line in the hangar waiting for its Annual Inspection to commence. Unfortunately we have 
over-run any possibility of extending the Annual due date so it will have to wait until space is available 
in the workshop and we have the necessary manpower to start the work. As you know there is a 
significant amount of surface repairs and refinishing work to be done in addition to the full 
inspection. At this point in time I am not prepared to make any promises of its return to service date.  

That leaves us with the 2 remaining serviceable aircraft, K13s CFG and JMX.

Both are working well, earning their keep. CFG’s annual and ARC are not due until January next year, 
and JMX becomes due on the weekend of the Open Weekend in September. I shall either start it early 
enough to complete before the Open Weekend or if time is short extend the due date by a month, 
ensuring JMX’s availability either way.  

CFG suffered a blockage in the wheel brake master cylinder recently, which was rectified by the 
combined efforts of Peter Valentine and Steve Jarvis – thank you, gentlemen.  

You will all know that we are due to receive a technical audit by Dave Bullock, the BGA Assistant 
Quality Manager, on Thursday 20th June. The last one was just over 4 years ago, and this one fits in 
with the BGA’s audit cycle of visiting each club at least once every 4 years.

Fortunately for us Hus-Bos was audited a week or so ago and we have received a heads-up from Pooh 
Wilshire of what Dave focussed on during their audit. We should be in good shape, with some 
reservations about our tool control systems, or lack of them, which we have not yet developed. We 
shall see. Sean Naisby has a Calibration contact through his work and has kindly taken some of our 
measuring instruments for calibration over this weekend. At £5 per item this was too good an offer to 
turn down! We will sort out the bill afterwards – probably no more than £30.

Alan Wyse  
Aircraft Member 

Danger!!!!!! 
Mobile Phone Use on The Airfield 

There have been a number of reports of members and visitors wandering around the launch point or 
even carrying out tasks whilst talking, texting or browsing on their mobile phones. This is highly 
dangerous as if you are not concentrating then you can walk onto a wing, in front of an aircraft or 
not carry out a task safely. We have all seen the videos of people walking into lamp posts, fountains or 
in front of cars. It is not safe.

Also if it is not important why aren’t you out there helping with running the field????

We do not want to ban their use as they are important to keep in touch with family friends and indeed 
members who land out. Please therefore make sure that if you going to use your phone you do so in 
a safe place and stay there until finished. If you see anyone wandering around who is on the phone 
then politely tell them to act more responsibly.
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And Finally  
During our annual visit to Eden Soaring Richard got to talk to the animals, particularly 
the one licking his nice shiny BMW. Out of desperation Steve sends out smoke signals from 

a sacred rock and Compo, Cleggy and Cyril fly in formation. What a great week. 

 
And yes this was Ron Sibley in a  
modern, for that time, glider.
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I’m sorry but I have an existential 
attraction to blue which cannot be 

overridden by the authoritarian ramblings 
of a lowly biped, even if you are gliding 
instructor,  who doesn’t understand my 

needs. 

Get awf  my 
car!

What do you think 
you were doing?

Hmmm tastes lovely. 
You don’t get a lot of blue food 

round here.


