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1. EDITORIAL 
 
Here we are into Autumn and ‘how time has flown’, as have we all. 
It seems to have been a good Summer and many of our members have achieved their goals and realised 
their ambitions; more of that below. 
It is a true delight to see how the different age ranges in the club have integrated and how we can work 
together as a team. Our younger solo pilots are all making such excellent progress and will be the bedrock of 
the club & its instructor team in the future. In the meantime the more senior members are there to advise 
and mentor and to pass on the skills they have developed over all those years. 
Unlike many clubs we hear of, as lose older members through ‘natural wastage’ we are more than topping 
up our numbers with new members and this bodes well for our future. 
We had a visit from the developers of the wind farm at Ramsey. They were extremely pleasant and seem 
minded to help the club via their community scheme. Our esteemed Chairman is dealing with this and will, 
no doubt, keep us informed as to progress. 
Let’s hope the weather holds a bit longer and that we are able to soar towards Winter. 
Next Newsletter will be the Christmas, so as many articles, etc, as possible please. 
 
Editors Memo to self: When trying to call the launch point from the winch, switch the radio on first (ask 
Steve!). 
 

2.  CHAIRMAN’S CHAT 
 

Most of you will now have seen our newly leased K13 G-DCEX. It has been bought by our CFI, Lyn, Peter 
Valentine and me as our own private glider and we have arranged that the club can use it for all club gliding 
activities. 



 
I would like to thank all members that helped on the Open Weekend. It was a fabulous turnout, we raised 
£1665.00 plus plenty of member flying as well on Sunday. This was made possible by using all three K13s and 
three cables. When the third cable landed at the winch the best turn round was three minutes forty seconds 
pulling three cables back and getting the tow vehicle back to the winch. Also the launch point worked very 
efficiently. 

 
We must in future call our K13 ‘DCEX’ because on Sunday Steve asked Lyn “Have you got anybody for CEX”. 
The answer was the best quote of the year. 
 
Lastly, I know Steve will mention our latest solo's, but well done to you all. 
 

  3. CFI’s SECTION 

 
We have now flown through the main soaring season &  our members have achieved many goals. 
 
Task week produced many achievements & was enjoyed by all. In addition the following pilots do their first 
solos. Well done to each one of you: 
 July, Beth Aston  
August, Ciaran Cavanagh   
 September, Sean Naisby  
September, John White  
September, Katie Barkens  
 
 Task week, as mentioned above, produced the following:  
 Launches: 169 
Hours flown: 172 
Kms flown: 2,860 
 
The CFI’s ‘shopping list’ produced a good challenge, the results of which were:  
1st J Young 
2nd T Walker 
3rd S Jarvis 
4th D Mansfield 
Height gain for the week: P Valentine 6,509 ft QFE     
Pilot who achieved the hightest Kms for the week: 
1st J Young 913 Kms 
2nd T Walker 487 Kms 
3rd S Jarvis 390 Kms 
  
Other achievements:  
Martin Garrish: 5 hrs silver duration + 50 k silver to Marham 
Tim Williamson: 100k 
Beth & SJ reurned boomerang to Lyvden 
M Muir re-converted to the T21b  
Nyg Parry: Silver height 
John Young completed 500k flight - the first one ever for Nene Valley G.C. 
We also have members Tony Walker & Richard Aylesbury on an instructors course 
at  Shenington in October. Please wish them the best of luck. 
 
All in all the club has produced some good results so keep up the good work 
 

4. AIRCRAFT NOTES 

Annual Maintenance Program status. 



All ARC Reviews on the club aircraft were completed by end of July, and no major items remain on the ‘To be 
done later’ list. All gliders are serviceable, and any minor items are being attended to as and when 
necessary. 

Arrival of the 3rd K13 on site. 
The newly-leased K13 G-DCEX has been delivered and following rectification of some minor items, has been 
in good use and has been well received by all who have flown her. Inevitably with a glider of this age (built 
just a few aircraft before our CFG) there will be some further improvements to be made as and when time 
permits. 

All we are waiting for now, hopefully, is the award of the £15k grant so that the club can purchase CEX from 
its owners. 

Revised Hangar Packing arrangements. 
The arrival of G-DCEX has necessitated a revised method of packing the hangar to ensure all aircraft can be 
safely stored in the hangar. The new system is easily remembered – from the back of the hangar the order 
is: Small – K6, Big – K13, Small – K8, Big – K13, Small - Junior, Big – K13, with the ‘Small’ single-seaters 
pointing away from the clubhouse and the ‘Big’ 2-seaters pointing towards the clubhouse. 

Progress of Hangar Trolleys project. 
Manufacture of the next 4 trolleys has been delayed due to a resource issue at Autogate Services, but all is 
well again and the trolleys are now in manufacture.  Delivery is expected in early October. Once on site we 
will organise group tuition sessions to ensure that everyone knows how to use them properly. 

Other Ground Handling equipment. 

a) The modified tow-hitches on the 2 Discoveries are working well regarding safe-guarding the Junior’s nose 
during tow-out operations. Remember  - the White hitches are for the Junior, all other tow-out kits use the 
Red / Blue marked hitches.    

That’s all that I can think of as I write this report, but any questions, please email me asap.  

5. SAFETY SLOT 

Firstly, a safe time since the last newsletter (apart from yours truly banging his ear and shoulder on FLX 
trailer whilst trying to remove a wing in order to rig), so well done all. A few notes about general issues 
though: 

i) We now have 2 brand-new parachutes, and have decided to designate them with letters ( A & B) rather than 
numbers, so that there’ll be no confusion about which ones started the new intake in 2014. The plan is to 
replace two a year for the foreseeable future, (providing funds are available) and I’m no fan of buying 
second-hand ones when dealing with other peoples’ lives. You are, of course free to make your own mind 
up when it’s your parachute and your life. 

ii) The two parachutes which I have withdrawn from service are not the oldest, although they were bought 
brand-new,  – they’re the tattiest, and I’ve asked our supplier to look into the cost and feasibility of having 
them fitted with new outer packs by the manufacturer, in order to fulfil their scheduled lifespan.  

iii) Dynafoam cushions: the club has a number of these, they are designed to minimise spinal injury and most 
Club members know the difference in feel between these and ordinary foam rubber; if you don’t, please ask. 
The Club has a Duty-of-Care to its members, but members should not expect to be spoon-fed! Dynafoam 
cushions are expensive – from £35 upwards, depending on thickness, and the covers cost money as well. My 
late wife was responsible for covering the ones we’ve got, some in plain pink cloth, some in pink and white 
striped cloth, and two in brown vinyl, at no cost to the club. The trouble is that some members over the 
years have used them as wingrests in the hangar, or for sitting on when driving tractors or working under 
the gliders in the hangar. Can you please stop using them like this. One of the brown vinyl ones has recently 
gone missing; I expect it to be returned (anonymously if necessary) and left in one of the Club gliders (Sorry, 
it was in our K6 – Ed). Other Dynafoam cushions which have inadvertently found their way into private 
gliders need returning as well. Club cushions are for Club gliders - please don’t put them in your trailers. 

iv) Launch-point signalling. An incident occurred recently where a member who was in charge of the light 
signals gave an ‘All-out’ signal instead of an ‘Up-Slack’. The wingman shouted ‘Stop’ on hearing the rapid 



bleep. Fortunately the winch driver suspected an error and didn’t move the cable. The launch was 
recommenced and the same thing happened; on checking, the lights signaller realised that the switch-box 
was a different way round from his/her normal position for it, and the ‘All-Out’ button was on the left. 
He/she did not recognise the difference between a ‘Take-Up-Slack’ beep and an ‘All-Out’ beep, although has 
been a member of the Club for quite some time. Fortunately no harm was done on this occasion, thanks to a 
‘switched-on’ winch driver. If he’d obeyed the signal, goodness-only knows what might have happened to 
the pilot, aircraft and wing-man. 

v) When launching a glider, the wing-person must regularly check behind while signalling ‘Take Up-Slack’ in 
case an aircraft is coming in on a long final glide. 

vi) Nyg Parry has agreed to be our Child Protection Officer, and will, no doubt, be confirming our obligations in 
this respect. 

vii) My personal approach to Safety is one of making our Club a safe and well-regulated environment for its 
members, without absolving them from personal responsibility for their own actions. Safety equipment is 
now provided in the Workshop, please use it. Please be as diligent on the ground as you are in the air. 
 

6. GROUND EQUIPMENT STUFF 

Using both winches during the Open Weekend certainly worked well and I must mention the launch team of 
Lewis, Ollie, Tim, Brian and the help received from Keith. It was a lot of fun as well. When towing 3 cables 
behind a Land Rover it is absolutely vital to start off exactly in front of the 2-drum winch and to then drive 
absolutely straight to the launch point. Failure to do this can and will lead to crossed cables. 

Our ground equipment seems to be working well. We will need to design and fit a towing boom to a Land 
Rover to enable two cables to be towed out when the airfield is too wet to drive on. Some help with this will 
be appreciated in November. 

7. FOD 

The Club is seeing a big increase in the amount of Foreign Object Debris (F.O.D.) around the Club premises 
and airfield. While unsightly, it can be dangerous. A small tin can will puncture tyres, be picked by propellers 
(yes we do have Tugs in at times and the Club has a Motor Glider) and moving cables. This F.O.D can also be 
trip hazards particularly near the steps of the Caravan.  

The litter about the Club site is now increasing and gives a bad impression to visitors. The Caravan, Club 

vehicles and Winches all seem to attract F.O.D.  

There is a simple solution to this. If you bring anything with you, TAKE IT HOME at the end of the day. 
Dispose of it in the various bins in the Club house.  

The clearance of these bins is another mystery to most members. We are a self-help Club where ALL 
members should contribute into the running of the Club. So to help why not occasionally take a bag of 
rubbish home with you to put into your refuse bin, why not take some cans and bottles home to put in your 
recycle bin!!!  

If every Member helps in a small way then the Club will look and work a lot better. 

8. CLUBHOUSE ROOF 

Following discussions within committee it was decided to place the re-roofing of the club-house out to 
contract. Competitive tenders were obtained and a company selected to do the complete job. 



The work has been started as this is being typed and it is anticipated that, weather permitting, the job will 
be completed by the end of the last week in September.  

We can now be confident that we will have a useable club-house next year. The implications of the cost for 
doing this are being considered and it is hoped that there will not be a need to increase either membership 
or flying costs by any significant amount. 

9. PHOTO SECTION 

Thanks to Keith Wilson for all but one of these photos, which were taken during our ‘Soaring Summer’. And 
they are all his copyright. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

       10. AND FINALLY 

Married members of NVGC who attend the club regularly should take care not to contract AIDS – that’s 
‘Aviation Induced Divorce Syndrome’ 

*********************** 

If flying was the language of man, soaring would be its poetry. 

*********************** 

Two lawyers walking through the woods spotted a vicious looking bear. The first lawyer immediately opened 
his briefcase, pulled out a pair of running shoes and started putting them on. The second lawyer looked at 
him and said, “You’re crazy! You’ll never be able to outrun that bear!” “I don’t have to,” the first lawyer 
replied. “I only have to outrun you.” 

*********************** 

Two blondes fell down a hole. One said “It’s dark in here isn’t it”? The other replied “I don’t know, I can’t 
see”.  

*********************** 

It’s the Wimbledon Mens’ Final and a man makes his way to his seat at centre court. He sits down and 
notices that the seat next to him is empty. He leans over and asks his neighbour if someone is sitting there. 
He responds, "No, the seat's empty." "The first man exclaims, "What?!? Who in their right mind would have 
a seat like this for the mens’ finals and not use it?" The neighbour responds, "Well the seat is mine, but my 
wife recently passed away and this is the first men’s final we haven't been together." The first man 
responds," I'm sorry to hear that. Wasn't there anyone else, a friend or relative, who could've taken that 
seat?" The neighbour responds, “No, they’re all at her funeral”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Copy for the next issue by 12th December, please. 


