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1. EDITORIAL 

 
So it is time for another Newsletter already, how quickly the time goes. 
So Spring has sprung and good soaring days are on their way. Indeed, some of us have already had some 
good flights and this bodes well for 2016. 
The January servicing and maintenance period went very well with a lot of help on hand, so a big thank you to 
all who turned up & helped in any way. We are indeed a competent self-maintaining club, unlike many other 
clubs, and we do a great deal of the overall tasks ourselves. 
Our club continues to grow and our new members are listed below. I do believe there will be further new 
members over the next few months. The club membership is now almost double the number it was when I 
joined in 2010 and we can all be proud of our growth, especially as many clubs have contracted during this 
period. An idea for further growth is for each member to try to introduce one new member to the club this 
year. Could we do this? It would be interesting to try.  
Four of us went to the Annual Conference, Michael, Roger, Tony and me. Michael and I were presented with 
BGA Diplomas for ‘Services to Gliding’, this being really for our Club’s great success in bringing young persons 
into gliding. It is really a fantastic reflection on everyone in the club who have all helped so well to make our 
young pilots successful and we can all be proud of these achievements.  
We recently had a visit from two representatives from Gransden who were on a fact-finding mission to try to 
discover why we are so successful with our young pilot schemes whilst they are relatively unsuccessful with 



their ‘Cadet’ scheme. The expressed their amazement at the way all our young pilots took part in all the 
activities on the airfield. It was explained that all our members, young & old(er) are treated as equals in the 
club and that we are all a part of a single team dedicated to getting into the air. 
The recent quiz night went well. Thanks to Roger Emms for organising this. 
Let’s now look to have a super year with our flying and our club as well. 
 

2. CHAIRMAN’S CHAT 
 

We have just had our annual dinner and awards and what a great evening of good company and food it was.  
The bog seat award went to Paul Newman for setting fire to himself.  
The Papworth Bowl was awarded to Roger Emms for his long and dedicated service to the club.  
The CFI gave the Cross Country Cup to Tony Walker and the CFI shield was presented to Rod Izatt. 
Well done to all. I must also say a big ‘thank you’ to Di for her work in organising a great event. 
At the last committee meeting we agreed to buy another Grob two seater with the £25,000 we obtained 
from the solar farm and can, hopefully, achieve this before the prices go up too much. (The demise of so 
many Schleicher K-13’s certainly seems to be having a big effect on the price of GRP 2-seat aircraft – Ed).  
It's great that the club is growing and we have four on the probationary list. 
On Thursday 10th of march we had our third presentation night at Ramsey college for our next six 
scholarships. It was well received by the school and all those present. Thanks go to Peter Valentine for his 
organisation of the event and Beth, Toby and Ollie for taking part in the presentations and to Jordan for her 
help on the evening.  Can we all wish Alex Clarke success in his future instructor course. 
Before I sign off, whoever is the last person to drive our vehicles and winches MUST BE RESPONSIBLE for 
clearing out all the rubbish and recycling the rubbish in the clubhouse. Also take out the radios, tow-gear 
and wing dollies. You should know where they all go at the end of the day. 
 
 

3. CFI’s SECTION 
 
The Annual Flight Reviews are progressing slowly. 
I am still awaiting a date from Dave Munroe for a completion course for Tony & Richard. 
Jack Smith has flown 3 solos and has thus successfully completed his NVGC Gliding Scholarship - well done 
Jack. 

                  
                 Jack about to take off on his first solo. 
 
I have authorised Lyn to purchase a suggestion box for members to use.  (Wonder what sort of suggestions 
we’ll get!....ED). This is in conjunction with the subject of safety which is being reviewed by myself, Lyn & our 
safety officer, Tim Ward. 
Generally the club is busy on most flying days & it seems the members are spending their money on launches.  
Unfortunately the Motor Glider arranged by Lyn & Roy for cross-country endorsement work, field landing 
checks and navigation training was unable to fly due to the weather on Easter Saturday 



We have had an instructor, Don Johnstone, join us from Marham. He has transferred his rating, ass cat, to me 
at Upwood & has renewed his medical. I have carried out the necessary flights with him and he is now ready 
to instruct. He will be on the Sunday Team and is most welcome. 
 

4. AIRCRAFT NOTES 

Alan has apologised, but due to pressure of activities he is unable to post a report on the fleet this quarter. 
However, it is confirmed that the K8 is now back in service, as is the Grob. Work has commenced on the 
annual of the Junior and that should be back on line soon. 
One of the newly repaired wings off of ‘CFG’ was returned today by Trevor and now just needs final painting. 
The other wing is covered and will be ready for final painting shortly. 
Next weekend Alan and Richard Aylesbury are off to Holland to view a very low-hours Grob Twin-Astir. A 
Twin-Acro was inspected at Bicester with a view to purchase, but the condition was such that it was rejected. 
The decision on the Twin-Astir in Holland will be notified to all members as soon as a final decision has been 
made. 
 

5. GROUND EQUIPMENT STUFF 

By now most of you will have seen, and probably driven, one or both of the golf buggies which we have 
received as a contribution to the club from Yamaha U.K. This was arranged by my good friend Robin Dixon 
and we must be very grateful for this gift. It is hoped that formal handing-over with Yamaha attending at the 
club will take place soon. The buggies are fully re-conditioned, like new in fact, and they are proving 
absolutely ideal for glider retrieving. However, they must NEVER be used for cable retrieving. Rear –view 
mirrors will be fitted to both of them shortly. 

                   

I do intend moving one of the Discoveries for off-site storage until we need more cable towing capacity. 
The annual maintenance went well indeed and my sincere thanks go to all who helped in any way. 

6. NEW MEMBERS 
 

We have the following new members: 

Nigel Bing. Nigel is an ex-RAF fast-jet pilot and former airline captain. 
Peter Stafford-Allen. He is a well-known competition pilot. 
Don Johnstone. Don joins us from Marham and is an Assistant Category instructor. 

A warm welcome is extended to you all and it is hoped that you will get much pleasure from flying with us at 
Upwood. 
 

7. ACHIEVEMENTS 
 

As already mentioned, Jack Smith has completed his Gliding Scholarship 
Nigel Bing flew a glider solo for the first time in many years. 



Beth Aston converted to the newly re-airworthy K8 
 

                   
                   Beth gets flying in a single-seater for the first time. 
 

8. TONY’S TRIP by Tony Walker 
 
I have always enjoyed flying on those rare really good summer days when you can climb easily and dolphin 
from one cloud to the next watching the countryside roll past.  I also like flying on mediocre days and even 
enjoy the challenge of staying up 7 or 8 minutes in the off season.  But what I really like is the high cloud 
base and strong thermals.  Hence my trip to Soaring Safaris in South Africa. The promise of 10,000ft QFE was 
calling - so I saved up my pennies.This is not going to be a blow by blow of ‘How I done it’ and although I 
achieved what I set out to do, not everything went as expected, as I will explain. The trip started last 
February when I booked for a 21day holiday, planning to spend most of my time gliding.  No package deals 
so I booked flights, accommodation, car, insurance etc., etc., and most importantly an LS6 18m glider with 
Soaring Safaris at New Tempe Airfield, Bloemfontein.  I got quite excited. 
 
Then in September my Father died unexpectedly (at 95) and I was executor of his will.  In November my 
Father in Law also passed away.  So instead of spending the Autumn preparing for my trip by practicing aero 
tows, navigation, etc., I spent it selling Dad’s house and his shares, consolidating bank accounts, paying 
electric, gas and a myriad of other bills, clearing out the house and paying out legacies. In short doing very 
little flying. 

You may be familiar with the phrase:  PPP leads to PPP and I can confirm that this is very true because that 
is what happened.  I turned up at 9.00am at New Tempe Airfield (4500ft QFE) after a poor nights sleep 
having travelled 24hr including a 5 hour drive from Johannesburg the day before.  

              

The Launch Queue             The Main Runway 



I was straight away offered an orientation flight with Sean Lapworth in a Duo.  There followed the 
paperwork, a field briefing (5 runways 8 if you count usable ends, oh, and Do Not use these as there is a 
commercial operation using them and the rest of the ground is un-landable) radio procedures, airspace 
briefing ,met briefing and task setting.  We ended up on the back of the grid so at about 12 off we went.  
The aero tow went reasonably well but then things went downhill.  To be fair the day was hot and the 
thermals tight and vicious and with no horizon because of the murk and a trimmer which jumped out of 
position I could be excused - but I could not fly for toffee.  I have no idea where we went.  Ground features 
all looked so similar and the sun was in the wrong place. I had no food with me, short orientation flight, 
remember? The trace shows we did 250K up to 13,000 QNH and when we came to land back I made a mess 
of the circuit and the landing. On this showing I would not have sent me solo. The lesson learned, do not fly 
when unfit or exhausted. 

The chap who had booked the Duo for the following day was ill so we grabbed it again.  This time we went 
on a 350k task which we completed at 109kph.  Speed control was better, rolling out on a heading better, 
10kt thermals to 14,000ft (that’s 9500 above ground) meant we could cruise at indicated 80kts, but again I 
cocked up the landing.  At 4,500ft and a temperature of 35deg.  the indicated airspeed of 55kts meant a 
ground speed of nearer 65kts, and I have not landed a Duo before except for yesterday.  After everyone else 
was back George got the tug out and Dick and I flew a circuit in the calm of the late afternoon which I 
managed ok and a landing which was acceptable.  We planned a short brief dual flight in morning to clear 
me for solo. However, the following morning we had a storm -so no flying.  Incidentally, on this day one 
chap went to the Namibian border, an out and return of 1000km. 

This article could become a saga of what I then did, but I will not do that, suffice to say that I was offered an 
LS4, because SS did not want to set me loose in their nice LS6., And I agreed that it would be prudent for me 
to fly that for a bit.  I did some local soaring, then a 150k task and a 250k task and a 270k task all in 
reasonable conditions. Then the drought broke and we lost 5 full days and 2 half days to rain and 
thunderstorms. This meant some pilots lost most of their holidays. During this period Dick organised a visit 
to Bloemfontein International Airport, to the Control Tower. OK they only have 15 or 20 flights a day but it 
was still pretty impressive. Whilst we were there a call came in from a military helicopter located over the 
city, requesting transit across the field to its base on the opposite side. Buzz the Tower and let our 
International guests see your aircraft went the instruction. Pretty impressive bit of kit it was as well. 

Eventually we flew again and I got to fly the LS6, doing a 250k task with a 3,500 ft cloud base and then with 
18m tips a 350k and a 370k in improving conditions. On my final flying day we were blessed with a proper 
African soaring day and so loaded with water I set off on a 530ktask, which I completed. Taking into account 
deviations from track for airspace and the distance from take-off to the start point and back the total 
distance was 580K.  The last leg was great, 120k done in the blue at 130kph having dumped water just 
before the final turn point at 5.00pm. 

Overall I was disappointed with my early performance and Dick, Sean and George at Soaring Safaris went 
well beyond the call of duty to sort me out and I am very grateful to them for that.  I was lucky also that 
another pilot was able to use the LS6 when I was in the LS4 so I received a refund on the booking fees for 
that aircraft and I came out only a little beyond my budgeted figure. The cost?  Well it has to be high with 
the kit available and paid staff.  We lost 8 days to weather but even then I did 40 hours which I reckon at 
£125 per hour including all my costs from leaving home to getting back. 6 or 7 more flying days would have 
brought the costs well below £100 ph. 

I could have told you about the other pilots flying, or how the launch queue works, or how much work you 
have to do to get your aircraft ready, or the tourist sites nearby, or the food, or how low I got (1,200ft 50k 
from home over poor ground), or the airfield wildlife (meerkats and termite mounds) or the new women’s 
world and African record set the day before I arrived, or the airfield BBQs or the  dangers of landing out but 
I haven’t. Instead I have chosen to talk about my journey from unprepared tired twit back to an almost 
competent pilot.  If you want to hear about those other things, then buy me a beer and I will tell you all 
about it. 

Would I go again?  Yes, like a shot, but my other half might have something to say about that. 

 
 



 
 

9. LAPL(S) for EVERYONE by Peter Valentine  

In just 2-years time, from April 2018, unless the BGA are successful in negotiating a further delay, all glider 
pilots will require a LAPL(S) in order to be considered as qualified pilots. This was again stated at the BGA 
Conference to all Chairmen and other club officers. 

For pilots already holding a Bronze Certificate with Cross-Country Endorsement, conversion to a LAPL is very 
simple. You need a medical certificate and a form signed by your CFI or Club Chairman confirming that you 
meet the criteria, plus 4 or 5 pages copied from your latest log-book entries and including a summary of your 
flying experience. The appropriate information is all on the BGA web-site and can be down-loaded. 

From April 2018 any pilot not holding a LAPL(S) will be considered a student pilot and this will be the case 
even if a Silver, Gold or Diamond Certificate is currently held. All student pilots will then need each and every 
flight to be specifically authorised by an instructor and to have a training objective. Now this would be far 
from ideal for those with many hundreds, or even thousands, of hours. 

The problem will be the backlog of applications if everyone leaves it until the final few months and there will 
undoubtedly be many disappointed pilots reverted to student status due to late application. 

So far our club has only two LAPL(S) holders and everyone else eligible is encouraged to apply for a LAPL(S) 
as soon as possible. You can discuss what is needed with Steve, Michael Muir, Roger Emms or me and we’ll 
be pleased to help. 

 

10. YOUNG PILOT SOARING COMPETITION 

We have been approached by the organisers of an annual Young Pilots Soaring Competition to ask us if we 
would be prepared to host the event this year. It was discussed at length by the Committee & the CFI and a 
unanimous decision to accept the invitation was taken. 
The event is for teams of 4 young pilots each from Dunstable, Bicester, Gransden & Nene Valley and it will be 
held over two days during our annual task week, on 9th & 10th August. 
More details will be circulated once we have had a meeting with the organisers, but if anyone wants to see 
what happened in 2013, the first year of the event, a detailed article was published in the Dec 2013/Jan 2014 
S & G. 
For NVGC it is quite an honour to have been asked and it certainly reinforces our position as one of the top 
clubs for young pilots within the entire BGA. It is being planned so that it will have very little, if any, effect on 
our task week flying. 
More information will follow after the initial meetings. Tim Williamson has agreed to be our Team Captain 
and liaison person for this event, although his experience means he will not be able to fly in the competition 
himself. 
It is hoped that all members will embrace this event and help in any way they can. 
 

11.  SAFETY STUFF by TIM WEBB 
 

Please all make sure you read the various emails that have been sent and especially all should watch the 
B.G.A. videos about launching accidents. 
 

12. SKY FEVER 

I must to up to the skies again, to the white clouds and the grey, 
And all I ask is a high launch, and the chance to ‘get away’; 
And the wing’s surge, and the wind’s song, and the quiet clouds’ drifting, 
And a heat-haze on the land’s face, and the warm air’s lifting 

I must go up to the skies again, for the call to soar and glide, 
Is a free call, and a clear call, that may not be denied; 
And all I ask is a sunlit day, and the bright height’s gaining, 
‘Neath the ‘new-cu’ that towers above, and it’s lift maintaining 



I must go up to the skies again, to the peace of silent flight, 
To the gull’s way, and the hawk’s way, and the free wings’ delight; 
And all I ask is a friendly joke with a laughing fellow rover, 
And a large beer, and a deep sleep, when the long flight’s over 

 Robbie, RAE Gliding Club, ‘Sailplane & Gliding’ magazine many years ago 

13.  AND FINALLY……………. 

Tesco have announced that they are to ban all of their food containing pork in case it offends the 
Muslims. Homebase have announced that they will no longer be selling wood or nails in case it offends 
the Christians. 

(Thanks to Ollie Wilson for this) 

-  -  -  -  -  - 
Recently heard in Church: 

“Dear Lord, 

The past couple of years have been very tough for me. You have taken my favourite author, 

Tom Clancy; my favourite actor, Frank Findlay; my favourite comedian, Robin Williams; my 

favourite singer, David Bowie and finally; my favourite radio personality, Terry Wogan. 

I just wanted you to know, Lord, that my favourite Politicians are Tony Blair, Jeremy Corbyn 

and that stupid bird from Scotland.” 

(Thanks to Richard Boyton for this) 

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 

 

A financially careful woman goes to the local paper's office to see that the obituary for her recently deceased 
husband is published. The obit editor informs her that there is a charge of 50 pence per word. She pauses, 
reflects, and then she says, "Well then, let it read: 'Euan Davis died'." Amused at the woman's thrift, the 
editor tells her that there is a seven-word minimum for all obituaries. She thinks it over and in a few seconds 
says, "In that case, let it read, - 'Euan Davis died, golf clubs for sale'".  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

Just before the funeral services, the undertaker came up to the very elderly widow and asked,  
'How old was your husband?'  
'98,' she replied, 'Two years older than me'  
'So you're 96,' the undertaker commented.  
She responded , 'Hardly worth going home, is it?  

 

 

 
 


